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Claudia Barrero is chairman of SCG Legal and a partner at Colombia member firm prietocarrizosa, where she 
co-heads its mergers and acquisitions practice and heads the capital markets and securities practice.  She 
specializes in mergers and acquisitions of listed companies and has extensive experience in infrastructure 
projects and corporate governance matters.  She has advised issuers on IPOs and debt issues, as well as 
several Colombian and international clients in such matters as cross-border mergers and acquisitions and all 
related capital markets aspects.  She received her law degree from Universidad Externado de Colombia, a 
postgraduate degree in commercial law from Universidad de los Andes, and an LL.M. in international business 
legal studies from the University of Exeter.  
 
Teresa Cheng is a Senior Counsel, Chartered Engineer, Chartered Arbitrator and an Accredited Mediator.  She 
specializes in the areas of construction law, international commercial transactions, joint venture contracts and 
investment arbitration, and is an experienced arbitrator and mediator.  Her current appointments include 
chairperson of the Hong Kong International Arbitration Centre and vice president of the International Council 
for Commercial Arbitration.  In 2008, she became the first Asian woman elected to serve as president of the 
Chartered Institute of Arbitrators.  She has sat as a deputy judge in the Court of First Instance of the High 
Court of Hong Kong, and is a World Bank International Centre for Settlement of Investment Disputes panel 
arbitrator.  Ms. Cheng is a Fellow of King’s College London, and the course director of the international 
arbitration and dispute settlement course at the Tsinghua University School of Law.     
 
Kent Chong is a partner in Hong Kong member firm Lily Fenn & Partners.  He studied law at the University of 
Hong Kong and was previously trained in business administration and economics at the Hong Kong University 
of Science and Technology.  Apart from his degrees, Mr. Chong also completed additional legal training at 
Tsinghua University, after which he worked at an international law firm in Beijing.  His practice focuses 
primarily on commercial law, civil litigation and intellectual property.  He also conducts international 
arbitrations in Hong Kong and mainland China, and advises on the enforcement of Hong Kong arbitral awards 
in mainland China, overseas and vice versa.  He has good command of both the English and Chinese languages, 
including fluent Putonghua and Cantonese.  
 
Audrey Eu received her LL.B. from the University of Hong Kong in 1975.  She was admitted as a barrister in 
Hong Kong in 1978.  In 1993, she was called to the Inner Bar and became a Queen’s Counsel (now known as 
Senior Counsel).  In 1994, she became a non-official Justice of the Peace. She served as chairman of the Hong 
Kong Bar Association in 1997 and 1998.  She was also a member of the Legislative Council of the Hong Kong 
Special Administrative Region.  Ms. Eu is founding leader and chairman of the Hong Kong Civic Party. 
 
Lily Fenn is cofounder and senior partner at Hong Kong member firm Lily Fenn & Partners, where she heads 
the firm’s litigation department.  She has had extensive experience handling appeals to the Privy Council and 
the Court of Final Appeal in Hong Kong, and is a frequent lecturer at law seminars and continuing legal 
education courses accredited by the Law Society of Hong Kong.  She also has a master's degree in aviation and 
pilots both fixed-wing aircraft and helicopters.  She was awarded a Doctor of Laws degree in 2007 by 
Armstrong University in California and the World Outstanding Chinese Award in recognition of her 
achievements both as a legal practitioner and an aviator. 
 
Simon Galpin is director-general of investment promotion at Invest Hong Kong, which is one of the world's 
leading investment promotion agencies.  Prior to joining Invest Hong Kong, Mr. Galpin spent ten years as head 
of Asia Pacific with Scottish Enterprise, at the time Europe’s largest economic development agency, where, in 
addition to Hong Kong, he also worked in Glasgow, Taipei, Sydney and London.  Mr. Galpin holds a Master of 
Business Administration degree from the Sheffield University Management School, a Master of Science degree 



 
 

2014 INTERNATIONAL MEETING 
Hong Kong, China         May 14 & 15, 2014 
Speaker Bios 

 

 

 

from the University of Glasgow, and a Master of Law degree in international business law from the University 
of London. 
 
Alan Hodgart is managing director of Hodgart Associates.  Recognized as a leading strategic change 
consultant to professional services firms, his client base includes some of the leading firms in all major 
professions and also includes a wide range of smaller to mid-market firms in many countries.  The legal 
market is a particular area of focus.  While based in London, Mr. Hodgart works at an international level.  His 
client base extends throughout Europe, North America, Asia Pacific and Latin America.  He has written 
extensively on management issues facing professional firms.  His two most recent books are Organizational 
Culture in Law Firms and Strategies and Practice in Law Firm Mergers.   
 
Martin Hu is founding partner of Martin Hu & Partners.  Mr. Hu has been retained by many multinational 
companies as lead counsel for their major projects from the planning to the closing stage, in connection with 
business structuring, mergers and acquisitions, joint ventures and other complicated corporate and 
commercial transactions.  He has been recognized by Chambers Asia as a leading lawyer in the field of 
corporate and M&A.  He is the central committee member of the Shanghai People’s Political Consultative 
Conference, an arbitrator of the Shanghai International Arbitration Center, a member of the Shanghai 
Administrative Review Committee, and director of the Shanghai Bar Association.  Mr. Hu received his LL.B. 
from the Wuhan University Law School in Wuhan, China, and his LL.M. from Capital University Law School in 
Columbus, Ohio.  He speaks fluent Chinese and English. 
 
Amy Liu is legal counsel for China Electronics Shenzhen Company, which provides professional services 
relating to foreign trade of electronic products and engages in high technology investment in the electronics 
and information technology industries.  Ms. Liu consults on contract, corporate and intellectual property 
matters.  She also provides legal advice on business negotiations and drafts contracts and other legal 
instruments.  Previously, Ms. Liu was an arbitration assistant for the South China International Economic and 
Trade Commission.  She received her J.D. from Peking University School of Transnational Law. 
 
David Poisson became CEO of SCG Legal in 2011.  Previously, he was of counsel to the law firm of Howe 
Anderson & Steyer in Washington, DC.  Elected in 2005 to the first of two terms in the Virginia General 
Assembly, he served as deputy House minority whip and on the House Agriculture, Chesapeake and Natural 
Resources, Counties, Cities and Towns, and Militia, Police and Public Safety committees.  He was also 
legislative director and chief counsel to the late U.S. Senator Terry Sanford of North Carolina and later served 
as chief of staff and counsel to then-U.S. Representative, now Assistant Senate Majority Leader, Richard Durbin 
of Illinois.  He received his bachelor’s and master’s degrees from the University of Massachusetts at Amherst 
and his Ph.D. and J.D. from the University of Arizona.  He is a member of the District of Columbia Bar, the 
Virginia State Bar, the U.S Court of Appeals for the Armed Forces Bar, and the U.S. Supreme Court Bar. 
 
Frank Poon became solicitor general of Hong Kong, China, in July 2010.  The solicitor general is the head of 
the legal policy division of the Hong Kong Department of Justice and is responsible for the development of 
legal policy, advising the Secretary for Justice on a wide range of complex and sensitive legal issues and 
overseeing the Department's legislative agenda.  Mr. Poon was admitted as a solicitor in England and Wales in 
1991 and in Hong Kong in 1992.  He entered public service as government counsel in September 1991.  He 
was promoted to senior government counsel in December 1993, to deputy principal government counsel in 
June 1998, and to principal government counsel in July 2008. 
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Gerald Sweeney, Jr. is a partner in the Chicago office of Indiana member firm Barnes & Thornburg. Mr. 
Sweeney represents consumer product manufacturers, industrial clients and entertainment companies in 
commercial, intellectual property and catastrophic product liability litigation and alternative dispute 
resolution.  His IP experience includes copyright and trademark infringement litigation, providing trademark 
and trade dress counseling and clearance opinions, and domain-name disputes in the U.S.  He has successfully 
litigated enforcement of multinational long-term 100 percent requirements contracts valued in excess of $400 
million and has conducted international commercial arbitration in Asia.  His practice frequently involves 
clients or disputes related to China.  Mr. Sweeney earned his B.A. from DePauw University and his J.D.  from 
John Marshall Law School.  He is admitted to practice in Illinois and New York state courts; the U.S. Court of 
Appeals for the 2nd, 6th, 7th, 9th and 10th Circuits; and the United States District Court for Colorado, the 
Central and Northern Districts of Illinois and the Northern and Southern Districts of New York. 
 
Christopher To is executive director of the Construction Industry Council.  Previously, he was secretary-
general of the Hong Kong International Arbitration Centre.  Mr. To holds adjunct professorships from a variety 
of academic institutions and is involved in educational reform and governance.  He is a member of various 
academic societies and actively participates as a committee member of the Inter-Pacific Bar Association and 
the Hong Kong Corporate Counsel Association.  He is also involved in a variety of boards and companies, 
ranging from engineering, information technology and research and development. In 2001, Mr. To became the 
youngest person to be awarded the Director of the Year Award in Hong Kong.  
 
Wang Wenying is Secretary-General of the China International Economic and Trade Arbitration Commission 
(CIETAC) Hong Kong Arbitration Center and director of its cases editing committee.  CIETAC’s principal 
purpose is to resolve economic and trade disputes by means of arbitration.  Ms. Wang previously served as 
head of the China Chamber of International Commerce’s Arbitration Research Institute.  She was also editor in 
chief of Arbitration and Law, a leading Chinese journal on arbitration.  Ms. Wang received her B.A. from Peking 
University, her LL.M. from Renmin University, and her S.J.D. from the University of Hong Kong. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
Shen Xiangman is a partner and head of the corporate and intellectual property group at Wang Jing & Co. in 
Shanghai, China.  Mr. Shen’s practice is focused on foreign investment, joint ventures, M&A, and corporate 
matters.  His clients include Fortune 500 companies and many large domestic corporations.  He frequently 
provides legal counsel to his clients on corporate matters and issues regarding intellectual property rights.  
Before joining Wang Jing & Co., Mr. Shen practiced law in a foreign maritime law firm in Wuhan, Hubei 
Province.  He also enrolled in the Training Center for Talents of Foreign-Related Economic Affairs under the 
Ministry of Justice, becoming a licensed lawyer in 1988.  Mr. Shen later participated in the Lord Chancellor’s 
Training Program for Young Chinese Lawyers, where he studied at the University of London and worked with 
a solicitors firm in London, a barristers chamber in London, and a solicitors firm in Hong Kong.  He received 
his LL.B. from Zhongnan University of Economics and Law in Wuhan.  He speaks fluent Chinese and English. 
 


