
 
 

 

2015 BENTHAM IMF SPRING MEETING 
Miami, FL           March 20 & 21, 2015 
Speaker Bios 

 

 

Michael Barry is executive vice president of strategy and product at Aderant, a leading legal software solutions 
provider. Mr. Barry has 25 years of experience in software research and development. His extensive work with 
Microsoft technology provides Aderant’s clients the solutions they need to run their firms more profitably and 
meet the changing needs of the legal services industry. Previously, Mr. Barry was general manager of web 
products as well as a digital front end server line for document workflow solutions at EFI, Inc., where he was 
responsible for managing all aspects of six product lines including product management, research and 
development, product marketing, quality assurance, and channel development. He has been awarded 
numerous patents in video teleconferencing, image processing, workflow solutions, and document 
management and is co-author of Networking Essentials. Mr. Barry received a B.S. in electrical engineering from 
the University of Texas. 
 
James Batson is senior investment manager and legal counsel in Bentham IMF’s New York office, where he 
manages the investment process on potential cases from initial review through final resolution. Before joining 
Bentham, Mr. Batson spent two years in the litigation funding industry and twenty years with a prestigious 
plaintiff’s law firm. As a senior partner, he oversaw cases brought on a contingent-fee basis. An accomplished 
litigator, Mr. Batson tried cases in federal and state court and before the American Arbitration Association, 
JAMS, FINRA and the Chicago Board of Trade. He also handled regulatory proceedings before the SEC, the NYSE 
and FINRA. Mr. Batson received a B.A. in Economics and English from Cornell University, a J.D. from Fordham 
University School of Law, and an M.B.A. from Fordham University School of Business. 
 
Rob Clarke is a partner in Florida member firm Ausley McMullen. Board-certified by the Florida Bar in 
business litigation, he practices in the area of civil litigation and serves as trial counsel in a broad range of cases 
including complex commercial business disputes, significant personal injury and wrongful death claims, class 
actions, and other litigation and regulatory matters. In addition to his litigation practice, he also teaches Florida 
civil procedure and trial practice at the Florida State University College of Law.  Mr. Clarke also chairs the 
Florida Bar Civil Procedure Rules Committee.  He is a graduate of the Florida State University College of Law. 
 
Timothy Corcoran is principal of Corcoran Consulting, which advises law firm leaders and in-house counsel on 
business process improvement, legal project management, alternative fees and business development. An 
experienced veteran in the fields of legal technology and legal marketing, he has served in executive roles with 
a number of marquee names in the legal profession. At Thomson Reuters, he led the sales, account 
management and marketing functions and served on the executive leadership team of Hubbard One. Prior to 
that he was a senior consultant with legal management consultancy Altman Weil, where he co-founded its 
legal project management practice. Mr. Corcoran was also director of practice development for White & Case, 
where his team led all U.S. business development efforts. He received his undergraduate degree in foreign 
languages from Saint Bonaventure University and an M.B.A. from Rutgers University. 
 
Bruce MacEwen is president of Adam Smith, Esq., a management consultancy focused on the business and 
economics of law firms in markets worldwide. Since the company’s launch in late 2003, nearly 1,500 articles 
have appeared on Adam Smith, Esq. covering such topics as strategy, leadership, globalization, M&A, finance, 
compensation, cultural considerations, and partnership structures. His latest book, A New Taxonomy: The 
Seven Law Firm Business Models, identifies distinct species of law firm businesses, their management 
priorities and challenges, intrinsic strengths and weaknesses, and future prospects. Previously, Mr. MacEwen 
practiced securities law in-house for nearly ten years at Morgan Stanley/Dean Witter and practiced litigation 
and corporate law with Shea & Gould and Breed, Abbott & Morgan in New York. He received his B.A. in 
economics at Princeton University and his J.D. at Stanford Law School.  
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Edward Mullins, a founding shareholder of Miami member firm Astigarraga Davis, focuses his trial, arbitration, 
and appellate commercial litigation practice on international commercial litigation and arbitration, intellectual 
property litigation, and class actions. He has broad experience as a commercial litigator, having handled an 
array of commercial disputes over the years, including contract, business tort, media, intellectual property, 
shareholder, and class action disputes. He also serves an arbitrator and a mediator, and is a member of the 
commercial panel of arbitrators for the American Arbitration Association. He has served as arbitration counsel 
and trial counsel in disputes both in and outside the United States. Mr. Mullins is vice-chair of the International 
Litigation and International Arbitration Committees of the American Bar Association International Law Section 
and has been named by The Best Lawyers in America for commercial litigation and international arbitration and 
the 2014 “Lawyer of the Year” for international commercial arbitration. He also has served as counsel in close 
to 100 appeals and appellate proceedings in federal and state courts including the United States Supreme 
Court. A former editor in chief of the Florida Law Review, Mr. Mullins received his J.D. from the University of 
Florida School of Law, where he graduated first in his class. 
 
Lynn Osborne is managing director of the legal workplace practice at NELSON, a leading international design 
and consulting firm that offers a full array of facilities-oriented services including architecture, interior design, 
strategic planning, engineering, workplace services and information services to a broad range of clients across 
multiple industries.  Previously, she was a principal in Perkins + Will, an interdisciplinary, research-based 
architecture and design firm, and design director at Gensler, a global design firm, with 46 offices and 4,000 
employees worldwide. In her more than 27 years of professional experience, Ms. Osborne has facilitated and 
implemented highly successful design solutions for law firms, large and small. She holds a Bachelor of Design in 
Architecture degree from the University of Florida.  
 
David Poisson became CEO of SCG Legal in 2011. Previously, he was of counsel to the law firm of Howe 
Anderson & Steyer in Washington, DC. Elected in 2005 to the first of two terms in the Virginia General 
Assembly, he served as deputy House minority whip and on the House Agriculture, Chesapeake and Natural 
Resources, Counties, Cities and Towns, and Militia, Police and Public Safety committees. He was also legislative 
director and chief counsel to the late Senator Terry Sanford of North Carolina and subsequently served as chief 
of staff and counsel to then-Representative, now Assistant Senate Minority Leader, Richard Durbin of Illinois. 
Mr. Poisson received bachelor’s and master’s degrees from the University of Massachusetts at Amherst and a 
Ph.D. from the University of Arizona. He is also a graduate of the University of Arizona James E. Rogers College 
of Law and a member of the District of Columbia Bar, the Virginia State Bar, the U.S Court of Appeals for the 
Armed Forces Bar, and the U.S. Supreme Court Bar. 
 
Alan Rifkin is managing partner of Maryland member firm Rifkin, Weiner, Livingston, Levitan & Silver. 
Recognized by The Daily Record in 2007 as one of 50 “Influential Marylanders” and by Super Lawyers® every 
year from 2008 to 2012 as one of the area’s premier sports and entertainment lawyers, Mr. Rifkin was former 
Governor William Donald Schaefer’s chief legislative officer and counsel. He also served as counsel to the 
Senate of Maryland under former Senate President Melvin A. “Mickey” Steinberg. Mr. Rifkin’s current areas of 
practice include business law and transactions, sports law and transactions and complex civil and commercial 
litigation. In the area of sports law, he represents the Baltimore Orioles in a wide variety of matters, including a 
recently negotiated agreement with Sarasota, Florida, to build a new spring training camp for the ball club. Mr. 
Rifkin is a graduate of the University of Maryland School of Law. 
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Janet Stanton is a partner in Adam Smith, Esq., where she provides consulting services that help law firms 
address the increasingly challenging business environment in which law firms now find themselves. 
Previously, she was director of the client relationship program at Orrick, Herrington & Sutcliffe, which she 
joined as they expanded their client relationship pilot initiative into a firm-wide priority to deepen client 
relationships. As executive vice president at the global communications agency Bates Worldwide she led 
several large, global client relationships for organizations such as Pfizer and the U.S. Department of Defense. 
Following Bates, she was president of a mid-sized full-service communications agency in Pennsylvania where 
she expanded the client base and increased profitability three-fold. Ms. Stanton is a graduate of Vassar College, 
which she attended as a Regents Scholar.  
 
Michael Zatezalo is managing director of Ohio member firm Kegler Brown Hill + Ritter, where he also heads 
the firm’s gaming law practice. Mr. Zatezalo represents local, national and international clients, including 
suppliers, distributors and manufacturers in the gaming industry, as well as charitable organizations. A former 
section chief of the charitable law section of the Ohio Attorney General’s Office, he currently serves as treasurer 
of the International Masters of Gaming Law. His practice also encompasses all aspects of real estate 
development, including sales and acquisitions, leasing (office, retail, industrial and telecommunications 
towers), zoning, land use, development issues, real estate tax valuation, construction and permanent financing. 
Mr. Zatezalo completed his undergraduate degree at West Virginia University and his J.D. at The Ohio State 
University Moritz College of Law. He is a former chairman of SCG Legal.  
 


