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David Bain practices commercial law with a specialty in debt financing at British Columbia member firm Bull 
Housser & Tupper. Since 1983 he has advised a wide range of clients on various aspects of commercial law 
with particular emphasis on debt financing and lending transactions, including project finance. He serves 
Canadian and foreign banks and non-bank and private lenders, as well as corporate borrowers in a variety of 
industries. Over the past 30 years, Mr. Bain has been involved in many of British Columbia's most significant 
financings, involving borrowers in the forest industry, marine transportation, real estate development, 
manufacturing, aviation and knowledge-based industries. He has also provided counsel on many cross-border 
loan transactions and syndicated financings. A member of the SCG Legal board of directors, Mr. Bain completed 
his legal education at the University of British Columbia. 
 
Claudia Barrero is immediate past chairman of SCG Legal and a partner at Colombia member firm Philippi, 
Prietocarrizosa & Uría, where she co-heads its mergers and acquisitions practice and heads the capital markets 
and securities practice. She specializes in mergers and acquisitions of listed companies and has extensive 
experience in infrastructure projects and corporate governance matters. Ms. Barrero has advised issuers on 
IPOs and debt issues, as well as several Colombian and international clients in such matters as cross-border 
mergers and acquisitions and all capital markets- related matters. She received her law degree from 
Universidad Externado de Colombia, a postgraduate degree in commercial law from Universidad de los Andes, 
and an LL.M. in international business legal studies from the University of Exeter.  
 
Timur Bondaryev is managing partner of Ukraine member firm Arzinger, where he also heads its real estate 
and construction, antitrust and competition, intellectual property, and advertising and marketing practices. 
Previously, he was division head in the legal department at the State Property Fund of Ukraine and general 
counsel of Ukrainian Aluminum, a subsidiary of Russian Aluminum Company. Mr. Bondaryev is a senior 
lecturer in the department of specialized legal sciences at the National University Kyiv-Mohyla Academy, one of 
Ukraine’s leading universities and the oldest institution of higher education in Eastern Europe. He also advises 
the mayor of Lviv on attracting foreign investment. He is a member of the board of directors of the Ukrainian 
Bar Association and the European Business Association, and serves on the International Bar Association real 
estate committee. Mr. Bondaryev studied law at Kyiv National Taras Shevchenko University and Bournemouth 
Business School International. 
 
Henry Bubel is a tax lawyer at New York City member firm Patterson Belknap Webb & Tyler and a member of 
the SCG Legal board of directors. He has in-depth knowledge of the income taxation of both corporations and 
partnerships, as well as estate, gift and trust taxation, particularly for ultra-high net worth and cross-border 
families. Mr. Bubel applies this knowledge in both tax planning and tax controversies, often working with 
family offices and trust companies. Together with members of Patterson Belknap’s corporate group, Mr. Bubel 
is involved in structuring, negotiating and documenting complex business transactions, including the 
refinancing and the restructuring of private companies, the formation of multinational joint ventures, and 
counseling on tax aspects of mergers and acquisitions. Working with lawyers in the trusts and estates group, 
Mr. Bubel also advises on issues arising from the ownership of closely-held businesses and alternative 
investments typically held by high net worth individuals. He is especially knowledgeable about tax-efficient 
methods of diversifying the risks associated with concentrated stock positions, life insurance tax issues and 
insurance products. Mr. Bubel received his J.D. from the American University Washington College of Law and 
his LL.M. from the New York University School of Law. 
 
Enrico Costa was born in Cuneo on November 29, 1969. He is an Italian politician and lawyer. He is currently 
vice minister of justice in Prime Minister Matteo Renzi’s Cabinet and, before that, served as justice 
undersecretary. Earlier in his career, he was a member of the Second Justice Committee, vice president of the 
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Italian Parliamentary commission for investigations against government members, vice president of the 
Parliamentary Committee for the Authorization of Prosecution, and a member of the Conference of Group 
Presidents. Mr. Costa completed his legal education at the University of Turin. 
 
Massimo Di Terlizzi is a partner at Italy member firm Pirola Pennuto Zei & Associati. He is a lawyer and a 
certified tax advisor. He is member of the board and executive committee of the firm and specializes in 
corporate and commercial law, corporate restructuring and reorganization, corporate tax, mergers and 
acquisitions and private equity. He is member of the boards of directors and statutory auditor of several 
national and international companies operating in different business segments. Mr. Di Terlizzi is also a member 
of the International Bar Association, the International Fiscal Association and is a court-appointed technical 
expert at the Court of Milan. He graduated from the University of Milan in both law and economics.  
 
Andrea Gottardo is a partner at Italy member firm Pirola Pennuto Zei & Associati, where he specializes in 
mergers and acquisitions, corporate and financial law. He was previously assistant professor of international 
law at the University of Padua. Between 2003 and 2005, he worked closely with Michele Vietti – who, at the 
time, was Italian vice minister of justice – in connection with the implementation of a comprehensive package 
of reforms of Italian corporate law. Mr. Gottardo is registered with the Milan Bar Association and admitted to 
practice before the Italian High Courts. He completed his legal education at the University of Padua.  
 
Julian Henwood is a partner in England member firm Wragge Lawrence Graham & Co. His practice is focused 
primarily on corporate transactions, including mergers and acquisitions, joint ventures and asset purchases 
and disposals. With more than 25 years' experience in mid-market M&A, he also has a deep understanding of 
the project management of international M&A. As head of the firm’s Nordic, Baltic and Netherlands desks, he 
travels frequently to visit clients in their home country, and regularly negotiates deals outside the United 
Kingdom. Mr. Henwood is also well-versed in the intricacies of the Takeover Code, having advised on over 20 
UK public takeovers. He completed his legal studies at the University of Birmingham and Université de 
Limoges. 
 
Graeme Menzies is a partner at England member firm Mills & Reeve, where he specializes in resolving complex 
commercial disputes and leads the firm’s commercial disputes team. His clients include public and private 
companies and public institutions, principally universities and health care facilities.  Mr. Menzies’ varied work 
experience includes fraud investigations, product recalls, international Internet gaming disputes, corporate 
warranty claims, shareholder and partnership disputes, and injunction applications to freeze assets and 
protect intellectual property and confidential information.  He is an accredited mediator and a member of the 
Chartered Association of Arbitrators and the International Bar Association. Mr. Menzies also currently serves 
on the SCG Legal board of directors. He completed his legal studies at the University of Cambridge. 
 
Roberto Padova is a partner at Italy member firm Pirola Pennuto Zei & Associati, where he specializes in 
mergers and acquisitions, corporate, commercial and aviation law. He also teaches corporate law at the LUISS 
Guido Carli University in Rome. Mr. Padova is a member of the supervisory bodies pursuant to Lgs. Decree no. 
231/2001 of major companies, including multinational companies. He is also a member of the International 
Bar Association. Mr. Padova graduated in law from Sapienza University of Rome with a specialty in EU law.  
 
Ed Paton is a partner at Australia member firm Hall & Wilcox, where his practice covers private mergers and 
acquisitions, family business and private equity. He is a member of the Australian Institute of Company 
Directors, the Law Institute of Victoria and its Commercial Law and Young Lawyers sections. He is a member of 
the Victorian committee of Family Business Australia, chairman of the FBA advisor executive committee, and 



 
 

 

 

 

2015 INTERNATIONAL MEETING 
Rome, Italy           17 & 18 June 2015 
Speaker Bios 

 

has been a trustee of the Committee for Economic Development of Australia. Mr. Paton is also a non-executive 
director in a family-owned manufacturing company and is on the family advisory board of a national retail 
chain. Mr. Paton completed his legal education at the University of Melbourne.  
 
Tom Pickthorn is a partner at England member firm Mills & Reeve, where he heads its corporate team in 
Cambridge. He focuses his practice on mergers and acquisitions, buy-outs, flotations, shareholders’ agreements 
and corporate restructuring.  
 
David Poisson became CEO of SCG Legal in 2011. Previously, he was of counsel to the law firm of Howe 
Anderson & Steyer in Washington, DC. Elected in 2005 to the first of two terms in the Virginia General 
Assembly, he served as deputy House minority whip and on the House Agriculture, Chesapeake and Natural 
Resources, Counties, Cities and Towns, and Militia, Police and Public Safety committees. He was also legislative 
director and chief counsel to the late Senator Terry Sanford of North Carolina and subsequently served as chief 
of staff and counsel to then-Representative, now Assistant Senate Minority Leader, Richard Durbin of Illinois. 
Mr. Poisson was awarded bachelor’s and master’s degrees by the University of Massachusetts at Amherst and a 
Ph.D. by the University of Arizona, where he also received a J.D. from its James E. Rogers College of Law. He is a 
member of the District of Columbia Bar, the Virginia State Bar, the U.S Court of Appeals for the Armed Forces 
Bar, and the U.S. Supreme Court Bar. 
 
Gabriella Porcelli is general counsel of Philip Morris Italia and Intertaba S.p.A., both Italian affiliates of Philip 
Morris International. She is also an independent board member at the listed company Terna S.p.A., a member 
of the International Chamber of Commerce Committee for Competition Law and Practice, a member of working 
groups on company law and Lgs. Decree no. 231/2001 of Confindustria, Italy’s principal manufacturing 
industry trade association., and a member of the board of directors of AIGI, the Italian In-house Counsel 
Association. Prior to Philip Morris, she served for 10 years as associate legal director at Pfizer Italia and, before 
that, as senior legal advisor at ENI.  A citizen of Switzerland and Italy, Ms. Porcelli is married to a lawyer and 
the mother of two boys. She was awarded her law degree by Sapienza University of Rome. She also studied 
project management and business administration at INSEAD Fontainebleau and corporate governance at SDA 
Bocconi. 
 
Herman Raspé is an internationally renowned authority in the field of cross-border debt and equity 
transactions at New York City member firm Patterson Belknap Webb & Tyler, where he also chairs the firm’s 
corporate department. He concentrates his practice on cross-border capital markets and M&A transactions. A 
frequent lecturer on the subject of American Depositary Receipts and the regulatory implications on foreign 
companies who access the U.S. capital markets, Mr. Raspé has authored numerous articles and advisory 
memoranda on the same subject. He also heads the firm’s cross-border transactions team consisting of lawyers 
focusing on cross-border capital markets and M&A transactions. He is a graduate of the Vanderbilt University 
School of Law. 
 
Paola Severino is pro-rector vicar at LUISS Guido Carli University in Rome, where she directs its corporate 
criminal law master program and heads it school of law. She served as Italy's minister of justice from 
November 2011 to April 2013 in Prime Minister Mario Monti’s Cabinet, becoming the first woman ever 
appointed to this position. Earlier in her career, she was vice president of the Superior Council of Military 
Magistracy. Italy’s Minister of Justice last year appointed her president of a commission formed to recommend 
reforms in the Italian justice system aimed at boosting the country’s economic growth. In February 2015 she 
was named president of the AIDP’s (International Association of Penal Law) Italian group. A recognized 
authority on judicial reform and economic growth, Ms. Severino has in recent years been called upon to 
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address the United Nations General Assembly, the International Monetary Fund, the World Bank, the New York 
Stock Exchange, and the Italy-Russia Legal Forum. Ms. Severino was awarded her law degree with honors by 
Sapienza University of Rome, where she also attended its school of criminal law and criminology. She is widely 
considered one of the top criminal lawyers in Italy today. 
 
Martijn Steger is a partner in Ohio member firm Kegler Brown Hill & Ritter, where he chairs the firm’s 
international business practice, providing its clients strategic advice to assist them in developing global 
markets. He counsels organizations of all sizes regarding international mergers, acquisitions and divestitures, 
strategic alliances, global logistics, licensing and intellectual property issues.  Mr. Steger’s practice also focuses 
heavily on resolving international business disputes.  He is a graduate of the Ohio State University Moritz 
College of Law.  
 
Federico Steiner is a partner at and managing director of Barabino & Partners, Italy’s leading corporate and 
financial communications firm. With over 25 years’ experience in corporate and financial communications, 
litigation public relations, and issue management, Mr. Steiner has advised many leading Italian and prominent 
global firms on the use of social media to make their marketing and communications more effective and 
improve their bottom line. With more than 100 consultants, Barabino & Partners has offices in Rome, Milan 
and Genoa, Italy, as well as in London, Berlin and New York City. 
 
Alice van der Schee is a partner at Netherlands member firm Van Benthem & Keulen, where she specializes in 
the field of corporate law. She advises both domestic and foreign companies, including a substantial number of 
large German companies, on internal corporate issues such as co-determination and employment law. In 
addition, she often represents clients in national and international trade disputes. In the area of insolvency law, 
Ms. van der Schee has served for many years as receiver or administrator, often for medium-sized businesses. 
She has also been an officer and member of the board of Insolad, the specialist association for insolvency law 
attorneys, and currently serves on the board of directors of SCG Legal. She completed her legal studies in 
Rotterdam and has been practicing as an attorney since 1990. She has also been a registered Rechtsanwältin in 
the district of Düsseldorf since 1995. 


