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Melanie Achtemichuk is executive director of policy and approval for the British Columbia Financial Institutions 
Commission. The policy and approvals group is responsible for the licensing of captive insurance companies in 
British Columbia, as well as for providing advice to the superintendent and commission on statutory decisions 
and producing regulatory guidance to provincially regulated financial institutions, such as insurers, credit unions 
and trusts. Ms. Achtemichuk previously served as senior portfolio manager for the Government of British 
Columbia and as acting director of strategic policy and corporate planning for the British Columbia Ministry of 
Economic Development. She received her B.A. from the University of British Columbia and her M.Sc. from the 
London School of Economics. 
 
Beth Allard is a dispute resolution and litigation partner at British Columbia member firm Bull, Housser & 
Tupper. She regularly advises and assists clients on matters relating to tendering, procurement, project delivery 
and management, liens and dispute resolution. Ms. Allard’s practice also covers a range of liability defense work 
for design professionals, financial professionals, directors and officers, health-care professionals and various 
associations. She also counsels regulatory bodies with respect to core regulatory obligations, internal 
governance, relationships with stakeholders and agreements with external providers. She completed her legal 
education at the University of British Columbia. 

David Bain practices commercial law with a specialty in debt financing at British Columbia member firm Bull 
Housser & Tupper. Since 1983 he has advised a wide range of clients on various aspects of commercial law with 
particular emphasis on debt financing and lending transactions, including project finance. He serves Canadian 
and foreign banks and non-bank and private lenders, as well as corporate borrowers in a variety of industries. 
Over the past 30 years, Mr. Bain has been involved in many of British Columbia's most significant financings, 
involving borrowers in the forest industry, marine transportation, real estate development, manufacturing, 
aviation and knowledge-based industries. A member of the SCG Legal board of directors, Mr. Bain completed his 
legal education at the University of British Columbia. 

 James Batson is senior investment manager and legal counsel in litigation finance company Bentham IMF’s New 
York office, where he manages the investment process on potential cases from initial review through final 
resolution. Before joining Bentham, Mr. Batson spent two years in the litigation funding industry and twenty 
years with a prestigious plaintiff’s law firm. As a senior partner, he oversaw cases brought on a contingent-fee 
basis. An accomplished litigator, Mr. Batson tried cases in federal and state court and before the American 
Arbitration Association, JAMS, FINRA and the Chicago Board of Trade. He also handled regulatory proceedings 
before the SEC, the NYSE and FINRA. Mr. Batson received a B.A. in economics and English from Cornell 
University, a J.D. from Fordham University School of Law, and an M.B.A. from Fordham University School of 
Business.  

Steve Caldeira is president & CEO of the International Franchise Association, the world’s oldest and largest 
organization representing the franchising industry. Before joining IFA, Mr. Caldeira served as executive vice 
president of global communications & chief public affairs officer for Dunkin’ Brands, the $8 billion parent 
company of Dunkin’ Donuts and Baskin-Robbins. His corporate experience also includes serving as vice president 
of industry relations for PepsiCo, managing director in the U.S. public affairs practice for Burson-Marsteller, and 
president and chief operating officer of the National Restaurant Association Educational Foundation. He also 
served as legislative assistant to former Congressman Greg Carman (R-NY). Mr. Caldeira received a B.A. from 
Providence College and an honorary doctorate from Johnson & Wales University.  
 
Allison Chock is an investment manager and legal counsel in litigation finance company Bentham IMF’s Los 
Angeles office, where she covers its West Coast operations. She has extensive experience handling large, complex, 
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contingent-fee cases for both individual and corporate clients. Prior to joining Bentham, Ms. Chock was a partner 
in the Los Angeles litigation firm now known as McKool Smith Hennigan. For several years prior to that, she was 
a litigation associate at Latham & Watkins. Ms. Chock studied at the Sorbonne in Paris, and received her B.A. in 
French literature from the University of California at Santa Barbara. She received her J.D. from the College of 
William & Mary’s Marshall-Wythe School of Law, where she was named to the Order of Barristers. 

 
Rob Clarke is a partner in Florida member firm Ausley McMullen. Board-certified by the Florida Bar in business 
litigation, he practices in the area of civil litigation and serves as trial counsel in a broad range of cases including 
complex commercial business disputes, significant personal injury and wrongful death claims, class actions, and 
other litigation and regulatory matters. In addition to his litigation practice, he also teaches Florida civil 
procedure and trial practice at the Florida State University College of Law. Mr. Clarke also chairs the Florida Bar 
Civil Procedure Rules Committee. He is a graduate of the Florida State University College of Law. 

 
Elizabeth Clyne has served as New York member firm Featherstonhaugh, Wiley & Clyne's managing partner for 
17 years and focuses her career on the delivery of legislative and governmental relations services to clients with 
a vast array of issues at the state and local level. She has coordinated and developed legislative strategy for 
private-sector clients including Fortune 100 companies, trade associations, corporations, and partnerships. Ms. 
Clyne is co-author with Jim Featherstonhaugh of the New York chapter of Lobbying, PACs and Campaign Finance, 
published annually by Thompson West. She is a member of the board of directors and vice chairman of SCG Legal. 
A native of Delmar, New York, she holds a B.A. degree from St. Lawrence University and a J.D. degree from Albany 
Law School of Union University. She is admitted to the Bar in New York State. 
 
Jesse Crary is a captive insurance attorney with Vermont member firm Primmer, Piper, Eggleston & Cramer. Mr. 
Crary has broad experience forming and providing ongoing corporate and regulatory counsel to single parent, 
group, sponsored and protected cell captive insurance entities, and is a specialist and leading attorney in the area 
of group medical stop loss captives. Through his extensive work representing and advising captive insurance 
companies and risk retention groups, Mr. Crary has developed strong relationships with insurance regulators 
and captive service providers in Vermont and other leading jurisdictions. He is a graduate of the Vermont Law 
School. 
 
Dwight Drake is a partner at South Carolina member firm Nelson Mullins Riley & Scarborough, where his 
practice focuses on government relations, legislative issues, and disputes involving government contracts. 
Maintaining an active litigation practice, Mr. Drake has argued before the U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals for the 
Fourth Circuit and the South Carolina Supreme Court. He previously served as executive assistant for legislative 
and political affairs for South Carolina Governor Richard Riley and legal counsel to South Carolina Governor John 
West. Mr. Drake is a graduate of the University of South Carolina School of Law. 

 
Kelley Duke is an experienced trial attorney who chairs Colorado member firm Ireland Stapleton's litigation 
practice group. She prosecutes and defends various size companies in a variety of industries including real estate 
development and construction, accounting, marketing and public relations, franchises, snow sports, oil and gas, 
special districts, and ranch properties, on matters that involve, breach of contract, breach of fiduciary duty, 
antitrust issues, the protection of intellectual property and trade secrets, residential and commercial real estate 
litigation, development and water rights disputes, commerce clause and equal protection claims, employment 
law issues and construction defect disputes. Ms. Duke is admitted to practice in the states of Colorado and 
Connecticut, in the U.S. District Courts in Colorado and Connecticut, the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Tenth 
Circuit, and the U.S. Federal Circuit. She is a graduate of the Capital University Law School. 
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Joseph Fittante is a shareholder and member of Minnesota member firm Larkin Hoffman’s corporate law 
department. He works in the franchise and distribution area advising franchisors on various topics, including 
structuring the franchise relationship and registration and disclosure issues. Mr. Fittante also advises 
manufacturers on creating distribution networks that do not fall within the purview of state franchise or 
business opportunity laws and counsels his clients on the management of these networks. He routinely 
represents privately held companies who are buying or selling businesses. He is a graduate of the William 
Mitchell College of Law and a former chairman of the American Bar Association Forum on Franchising. 
 
Jennifer Forster is a member of the banking and finance, business structures and transactions, estate planning, 
and real estate practices of Nova Scotia member firm Wickwire Holm. During her 14 years in private practice, she 
has represented the corporate and commercial needs of owner-managed businesses with various corporate and 
commercial matters including the set-up and implementation of business structures, including unlimited liability 
companies for share/asset purchase and sale transactions, tax-planned corporate reorganizations, 
amalgamations, negotiation and preparation of contracts, shareholder and partnership agreements and 
commercial real estate transactions. Ms. Forster has also represented large lenders and borrowers in various 
corporate financing arrangements, including the negotiation, drafting and registration of various loan and 
security documentation. She completed her legal education at Dalhousie University.  
 
Fernando Garcia is general counsel for Nissan Canada and Infiniti Canada, where he is responsible for managing 
the Canadian legal department and providing legal advice relating to Nissan and Infiniti’s operations across all 
levels of the company including all contract, litigation, government affairs, and regulatory matters. Recently, Mr. 
Garcia was named “Tomorrow’s Leader” at the Canadian General Counsel Awards organized by the National Post 
and ZSA. He was also named one of the “10 Most Influential Hispanic Canadians” by the Canadian Hispanic 
Business Alliance. Mr. Garcia received civil and common law degrees (LL.B. and B.C.L.) from McGill University. 

 
Anne Giardini is chancellor of Simon Fraser University. Recognized for her contributions to Canadian business, 
philanthropy, arts and culture, Ms. Giardini received a Queen Elizabeth II Diamond Jubilee Medal and a Lexpert 
Zenith Award in 2013. In 2011, she received the Robert V.A. Jones Award recognizing leadership in corporate 
counsel practice, and was named one of Canada’s 25 most influential lawyers. She previously was president of 
Weyerhaeuser Company Limited, where she also served as general counsel. Ms. Giardini is the author of two 
novels, The Sad Truth about Happiness and Advice for Italian Boys, and is the daughter of renowned Canadian 
author Carol Shields, who served as chancellor of the University of Winnipeg in the 1990s. She holds a B.A. from 
Simon Fraser University, a law degree from the University of British Columbia, and an LL.M. from Cambridge 
University. 

Kevin Hayes is a partner at Louisiana member firm Adams and Reese, where he is its governmental relations 
team leader. He previously served as general counsel to Louisiana State Senator Ken Hollis and the Louisiana 
State Senate Commerce Committee. He focuses his practice on governmental relations, administrative law and 
regulatory matters. He has successfully represented professional and trade associations as well as clients in the 
healthcare and insurance industries. Mr. Hayes is the House of Delegates liaison to the Louisiana State Bar 
Association Board of Governors, member of the House of Delegates, member of the bar governance committee, 
board liaison to the public information committee and board member of the Louisiana Center for Law and Civic 
Education. He recently was named a fellow of the Louisiana Bar Foundation. He is a graduate of the Southern 
University School of Law. 

Stephen Joiner is a partner at Arkansas member Rose Law Firm. His litigation work includes a wide variety of 
real estate and commercial contract disputes, including boundary disputes, construction disputes, Uniform 
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Commercial Code cases, and sales and use tax challenges. He has extensive experience with Arkansas state 
agencies and commissions, in particular the Arkansas Public Service Commission. A member of the SCG Legal 
board of directors, Mr. Joiner is a graduate of the University of Arkansas William H. Bowen School of Law.   

James (Jay) LeMoine is a commercial lawyer at British Columbia member firm Bull, Housser & Tupper, where he 
focuses his practice on the commercial aspects of infrastructure projects and business transactions including the 
negotiating, drafting and implementation of commercial contracts, business structures, public-private 
partnerships and infrastructure agreements. In addition to his work with public-private partnerships, Mr. 
LeMoine regularly advises on a variety of business transactions including commercial financings, acquisitions 
and divestitures of shares and assets as well as on general contractual matters. His commercial work also 
involves business structuring for First Nations, including the implementation of Impact Benefit Agreements and 
the structuring of development corporations, not-for-profit entities, joint ventures and limited partnerships. He 
completed his legal education at Queens University. 

Simon Margolis is currently the managing partner of British Columbia member firm Bull, Housser & Tupper. In 
addition to his role in managing the firm's overall practice and day-to-day operations, he leads the strategic 
development of the firm and its client service areas. Mr. Margolis is also a senior litigator who, when not 
managing the firm, spends the rest of his time providing advice to clients on a variety of matters. He also 
regularly acts as counsel to numerous clients in the defense of insured matters involving product, property, 
professional and casualty liability. He also advises on all aspects of the law relating to insurance, policy 
interpretation and assessment of claims. Mr. Margolis obtained his undergraduate degree at Dartmouth College 
before attending and graduating from law school at the University of British Columbia. 

Stephan Menzemer is a partner at Germany member firm Graf von Westphalen, where he focuses his practice on 
information technology and telecommunications, contracts and healthcare. He counsels leading IT suppliers and 
users and their management on all matters relating to their core business. He has provided advice in a number of 
significant German and international IT projects in the industrial, banking, public and IT sectors with the 
inclusion of near and offshore operations and outsourcing, public-private partnerships and public tenders as well 
as the establishment and verification of data protection and IT security structures. Mr. Menzemer studied law at 
the University of Frankfurt/Main, the University of Aix en Provence, and the University of Marseille. 

 
Graeme Menzies is a partner at England member firm Mills & Reeve, where he specializes in resolving complex 
commercial disputes and leads the firm’s commercial disputes team. His clients include public and private 
companies and public institutions, principally universities and healthcare facilities. Mr. Menzies’ varied work 
experience includes fraud investigations, product recalls, international Internet gaming disputes, corporate 
warranty claims, shareholder and partnership disputes, and injunction applications to freeze assets and protect 
intellectual property and confidential information. He is an accredited mediator and a member of the Chartered 
Association of Arbitrators and the International Bar Association. Mr. Menzies also currently serves on the SCG 
Legal board of directors. He completed his legal studies at the University of Cambridge. 
 
Ian Mitchell is a partner at Ontario member firm WeirFoulds, where he focuses his practice on corporate finance 
and securities, with an emphasis on public and large private company transactions. He has in-depth experience 
with all aspects of securities law including public offerings and private placements of equity and debt securities, 
take-over bids and issuer bids, proxy battles and shareholder disputes, mergers, acquisitions, restructurings by 
way of a plan of arrangement, stock exchange listings and other securities-related regulatory matters. He also 
counsels clients on the avoidance of foreign-based litigation risks from bribery and corruption legislation and 
tort actions. Mr. Mitchell received his LL.B. from Dalhousie University. 
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William (Bill) Moreau, Jr. is a partner in Indiana member firm Barnes & Thornburg, where he chairs the firm's 
interdisciplinary higher education practice group. He represents clients before local, state, and federal legislative, 
administrative, and regulatory bodies. Trained as a litigator and appellate advocate, Mr. Moreau served former 
U.S. Senator Evan Bayh as his deputy secretary of state and chief of staff, gubernatorial transition director, chief 
of staff, and legislative director. Earlier in his career, he worked on Capitol Hill, handling environmental and 
energy issues for U.S. Senator Birch Bayh during his last term. He is a graduate of the Georgetown University Law 
Center and former chairman of SCG Legal. 

 
Thaddeus (Thad) Morgan is a partner at Michigan member firm Fraser Trebilcock, where he chairs the firm’s 
litigation practice. An "AV" peer review-rated attorney, he has twenty years of litigation experience in both state 
and federal courts, and is listed as one of the Best Lawyers in America in the area of litigation. He is graduate of 
the University of Detroit School of Law. 
 
Shivpriya Nanda is a partner at India member firm J. Sagar Associates, where she represents multinational 
corporations and enterprises in large scale cross-border transactions, advice related to the establishment of new 
business operations, corporate structuring, joint venture agreements, asset and share acquisition, divestment, 
franchising, real estate, employment and commercial contract issues. Ms. Nanda also advises international 
majors on large infrastructure projects in the transportation, aviation and mining sectors. She has advised an 
airport operator in the privatization of the Delhi airport, and has also advised one of the largest multinational 
cargo companies in setting up their operations in India. Having worked with one of the premier litigation firms in 
Delhi prior to her current practice, she has substantial experience in litigation and arbitration, including 
international arbitration. 

 
David Poisson became CEO of SCG Legal in 2011. Previously, he was of counsel to the law firm of Howe Anderson 
& Steyer in Washington, DC. He was elected in 2005 to the first of two terms in the Virginia General Assembly, 
where he served as deputy House minority whip. Mr. Poisson was also legislative director and chief counsel to 
the late Senator Terry Sanford of North Carolina and later served as chief of staff and counsel to then-
Representative, now Assistant Senate Minority Leader, Richard Durbin of Illinois. He received his Ph.D. and J.D. 
from the University of Arizona and his bachelor’s and master’s degrees from the University of Massachusetts at 
Amherst.  
 
Rebekah Prince is a partner in the corporate department of Indiana member firm Barnes & Thornburg’s Los 
Angeles office. She focuses her practice on an extensive range of corporate matters, with an emphasis on mergers 
and acquisitions and franchise and distribution law. Ms. Prince has experience representing buyers, sellers and 
investment advisors in connection with financings, mergers and acquisitions of private and public companies. 
She also has been involved in the structuring and closing of multimillion dollar acquisitions of franchise systems 
and large-scale portfolio purchases and sales of franchised and company-operated outlets. Ms. Prince regularly 
advises clients on the structuring of domestic and international franchise ventures including registration, 
disclosure and the development of franchise systems. She is a graduate of the University of Texas School of Law. 

Lawrence Prudhomme is vice president of GPW and Associates, a Phoenix, Arizona-based firm specializing in 
providing reinsurance and captive management and consulting services. He began his career with Arthur 
Andersen & Co. in Detroit and spent eight years in the tax department specializing in small to mid-size 
companies. During his business career, Mr. Prudhomme has been in management positions in the graphic arts 
industry, the investment advisory business and with a Fortune 100 company. He has been awarded the Associate 
in Captive Insurance designation by the International Center for Captive Insurance Education. A certified public 
accountant, Mr. Prudhomme received his B.S. in accounting from Michigan State University.  
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Sean Ricks is assistant general counsel for Vivint, a leading smart home technology provider.  His work involves 
all aspects of the corporate legal department including international law, government relations, litigation, 
transactional work and intellectual property. As a patent attorney, Mr. Ricks routinely provides the company 
guidance on intellectual property matters and also helps to manage the company’s intellectual property portfolio. 
He also works with municipal attorneys across the United States to draft or amend ordinances that are more 
favorable to the company’s direct sales strategy and protected by the First Amendment. Mr. Ricks also works 
closely with outside counsel to help achieve the company’s business goals, both domestically and internationally. 
He is a graduate of the University of Utah S.J. Quinney College of Law. 

Alan Rifkin is managing partner of Maryland member firm Rifkin Weiner Livingston. Recognized by The Daily 
Record in 2007 as one of 50 “Influential Marylanders” and by Super Lawyers® every year from 2008 to 2012 as 
one of the area’s premier sports and entertainment lawyers, Mr. Rifkin was former Governor William Donald 
Schaefer’s chief legislative officer and counsel. He also served as counsel to the Senate of Maryland under former 
Senate President Melvin A. “Mickey” Steinberg. Mr. Rifkin’s current areas of practice include business law and 
transactions, sports law and transactions and complex civil and commercial litigation. In the area of sports law, 
he represents the Baltimore Orioles in a wide variety of matters, including a recently negotiated agreement with 
Sarasota, Florida, to build a new spring training camp for the ball club. Mr. Rifkin is a graduate of the University 
of Maryland School of Law and chairman of SCG Legal. 

 
Daniel Ronesi is director of business of law services for Aderant. Mr. Ronesi has worked with more than 150 law 
firms across the globe, ranging from small and midsize firms to the Am Law 200. With a focus on the business of 
law and law firm management, he consults with firm leadership on business intelligence solutions and 
methodology, business analysis and process improvement, with the goal of helping firms improve matter 
management, inventory turnover and profitability. Mr. Ronesi has spoken on these topics at dozens of industry 
conferences and law firm partner retreats. He earned a B.S. degree in business management with a minor in 
economics at Virginia Commonwealth University. 

 
The Honorable Mr. Justice Marshall Rothstein is a member of the Supreme Court of Canada. After being called 
to the Manitoba Bar, he started his career at Thorvaldson, Eggertson, Saunders and Mauro before moving to 
Aikins, MacAulay & Thorvaldson, where he was a partner and member and of the firm’s management committee. 
He was appointed Queen's Counsel in 1979. In his practice, he appeared before federal and Manitoba 
administrative tribunals, the Manitoba Court of Queen's Bench, the Manitoba Court of Appeal, the Federal Court 
(Trial Division), the Federal Court of Appeal and the Supreme Court of Canada. Justice Rothstein was appointed 
to the Trial Division of the Federal Court of Canada on June 24, 1992; while a judge of the Trial Division, he also 
served as a member ex officio of the Appeal Division, a judge of the Court Martial Appeal Court of Canada and a 
judicial member of the Competition Tribunal. He was elevated to the Federal Court of Appeal on January 21, 
1999, and, finally, to the Supreme Court of Canada on March 1, 2006. He attended the University of Manitoba, 
where he earned a B.Com. and an LL.B. 
 
Sajai Singh is chairman of the corporate commercial practice at India member firm J. Sagar Associates. His 
practice focuses primarily on mergers, acquisitions, joint ventures, strategic alliances, and restructurings and 
financings, with particular emphasis on cross-border transactions. Mr. Singh also does corporate work related to 
regulatory matters, internal investigations and dispute resolutions, including all aspects of white-collar crime, 
government investigations and compliance with the Prevention of Corruption Act and the Money Laundering Act, 
the Foreign Corrupt Practices Act, UK Bribery Act and other local and international anti-corruption laws. In terms 
of commercial work, he also represents corporate clients in negotiating and documenting various business 
relationships with third parties, franchisees, distributors and agents. In 2014 he was elected president of  the 
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International Technology Lawyers Association, headquartered in the United States, becoming the first Asian ever 
to hold the association’s top elected position. 
 
Darren Skyles is a member of Texas member firm McGinnis Lochridge’s health law practice group. He represents 
a broad range of clients in transactional and regulatory matters and provides litigation support. His practice 
includes healthcare compliance with state and federal regulations, hospital business ventures, regulatory 
implications, physician agreements and other contractual matters, and HIPAA privacy and security. He also 
provides legal guidance to health administrators, corporate compliance officers and information security officers 
in both hospital and physician practice settings and has experience in forming hospital corporate compliance 
programs and drafting corporate compliance policies and procedures. During law school, Mr. Skyles served as 
the director of a cancer information service with a Texas Medical Center hospital in Houston. He is a graduate of 
the University of Houston Law Center.  
 
Andras Vagvolgyi is vice president of legal services for TELUS Communications. He has been a member of the 
TELUS team for 16 years.  In this role, he supports a team of lawyers with diverse areas of responsibility 
including procurement, privacy, security, First Nations, real estate, pension investments, mergers and 
acquisitions and venture capital investments. Mr. Vagvolgyi holds a B.Com. from the University of Alberta and an 
LL.B. from the University of Victoria. 
 
Penny Washington leads British Columbia member firm Bull, Housser & Tupper’s healthcare group, where she 
regularly advises hospitals and health authorities on all aspects of law that affect their operations, including 
service contracts with private providers. She also advises medical directors and hospital boards on credentialing, 
on-call compensation and service contracts, and other physician issues, including appeals of privileging decisions 
to the Hospital Appeal Board. Ms. Washington has presented material for a number of Continuing Legal 
Education Society and Canadian Legal Insight seminars on civil litigation, healthcare consent, privacy and 
freedom of information issues and has frequently lectured on tort liability and risk management to healthcare 
workers, administrators, board of directors, students in the Faculty of Dentistry at the University of British 
Columbia and students in various healthcare disciplines at the British Columbia Institute of Technology. She was 
awarded her LL.B. by the University of British Columbia. 
 
Grant Weaver is a partner in British Columbia member firm Bull, Housser & Tupper, where his practice focuses 
on transaction and advisory services in a broad range of industries and business structures including securities 
matters, merger and acquisition transactions, venture capital, private equity, corporate finance, initial public 
offerings, licensing and governance work. His experience encompasses international projects, particularly 
involving cross-border transactions with the United States, Canada, Asia and Europe in industries including 
mining, shipping, gambling regulation, licensing, technology, intellectual property, real estate and succession 
planning. Mr. Weaver received his LL.B. from the University of British Columbia. 
 
Laurance Yakimowski is a partner in Saskatchewan member firm Kanuka Thuringer. He has extensive 
professional experience providing strategic counsel and advice to commercial and corporate clients in a diverse 
range of commercial law-related matters, with an emphasis on corporate, securities, commercial real estate, 
financing and secured transaction laws. Mr. Yakimowski is particularly knowledgeable on the process and legal 
strategies for financing entities and projects, structuring transactions, implementing internal tax-oriented capital 
reorganizations and acquiring and selling businesses and business related interests and assets. He also has 
considerable experience negotiating and constructing a wide range of commercial agreements for buyers, sellers, 
investors, lenders and lessors. He received his LL.B. from the University of Saskatchewan. 
 


