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James Batson is senior investment manager and legal counsel in litigation finance company Bentham IMF’s 

New York office, where he manages the investment process on potential cases from initial review through 

final resolution. Before joining Bentham, he spent two years in the litigation funding industry and twenty 

years as a trial attorney and senior partner with a prominent plaintiff’s law firm that brought many of its cases 

on a contingent-fee basis. An accomplished litigator, Mr. Batson tried cases in federal and state court and 

before the American Arbitration Association, JAMS, FINRA and the Chicago Board of Trade. He also handled 

regulatory proceedings before the SEC, the NYSE and FINRA. Mr. Batson received a B.A. in economics and 

English from Cornell University, a J.D. from Fordham University School of Law, and an M.B.A. from Fordham 

University School of Business.  

 

Michael Berman chairs Maryland member firm Rifkin Weiner Livingston’s electronically stored information 

practice. He joined the firm after serving as deputy chief of litigation in the Maryland Attorney General’s 

Office, where he handled complex litigation in federal and state trial and appellate courts including 

allegations against police officers of wrongful death and excessive force and the successful defense of 

Maryland’s electronic voting system. He also serves as an adjunct professor at both the University of 

Baltimore School of Law and the University of Maryland Francis King Carey School of Law. Mr. Berman 

received his law degree from University of Maryland Francis King Carey School of Law. He also has a master’s 

degree from the University of Maryland and a bachelor’s degree from the University of Wisconsin. 

 

Lisa Borsook is executive partner of Ontario member firm WeirFoulds, one of the province’s top ten law 

firms. She also chairs both the firm’s commercial leasing practice group and its client services committee and 

is a member of its business law practice and women lawyers groups.  She has authored more than 150 

articles and lectures frequently at conferences and legal seminars. Her practice encompasses a vast array of 

clients, large and small, local, regional, national and international, as well as numerous governments and 

government agencies, in connection with their retail, industrial, office and brownfields properties. Lexpert has 

recognized her as a leading practitioner. She has also been named by Best Lawyers® one of the best lawyers 

in Canada in her practice area. She completed her legal education at the University of Toronto.   

 

Celeste Bruce co-chairs Maryland member firm Rifkin Weiner Livingston’s complex civil and commercial 

litigation practice and has 25 years of experience in broad-based commercial and complex civil litigation in 

state and federal courts and before administrative and arbitral tribunals. Ms. Bruce’s experience also includes 

representation of clients involving sports franchise and media rights law, ADA compliance, state and local 

taxing issues, business torts, corporation and partnership dissolution, corporate governance, election law and 

referendum issues, franchise disputes, catastrophic injury and medical malpractice. She is the immediate past 

president of the Federal Bar Association’s Maryland chapter, where she has been instrumental in creating and 

organizing its women in the law program. Ms. Bruce received her J.D. from The Catholic University Columbus 

School of Law. 
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Henry Bubel is a tax lawyer at New York City member firm Patterson Belknap Webb & Tyler and chairman of 

SCG Legal. He has in-depth knowledge of the income taxation of both corporations and partnerships, as well 

as estate, gift and trust taxation, particularly for ultra-high net worth and cross-border families. Mr. Bubel 

applies this knowledge in both tax planning and tax controversies, often working with family offices and trust 

companies. He is especially knowledgeable about tax-efficient methods of diversifying the risks associated 

with concentrated stock positions, life insurance tax issues and insurance products. Mr. Bubel received his J.D. 

from American University Washington College of Law and his LL.M. from New York University School of Law.  

 

Kevin Calder is a partner at England member firm Mills & Reeve, where he also heads the firm’s technology 

and life sciences practice groups. His practice focuses primarily on helping technology companies negotiate 

software licensing and development contracts, as well as on protecting and exploiting their intellectual 

property internationally. His expertise in procurement law also positions him to help those selling to or 

buying for the public sector. Mr. Calder is a member of the IT supplier’s association, techUK, as well as the 

Society for Computers and Law. He also contributes regularly to the firm’s technology law blog, Technology 

Law Update. Mr. Calder received his LL.B. from the University of Warwick. 

 

Erika Carrasco is a partner at Alberta member firm Field Law, where she practices civil litigation and dispute 

resolution with an emphasis on the insurance, construction and energy sectors. Additionally, Ms. Carrasco is a 

member of the firm’s emerging technologies practice group, specializing in advising clients on Canada’s laws 

and regulations governing the commercial and recreational use of unmanned aerial vehicles and driverless 

cars. An in-demand presenter at both insurance and construction industry events, she has spoken frequently 

on the subject of drones provincially, nationally and in the U.S. She was a featured speaker last year at 

National RIMS Canada and at the International Drone Conference and Exposition (InterDrone) in Las Vegas, 

where she addressed recently enacted UAV regulations and the legal implications of UAV use. Ms. Carrasco 

was awarded her LL.B. by the University of Calgary. 

 

Mark Damschroder is chief legal officer and general counsel of Denver-based Revolar, which makes personal 

safety devices that enable users just by clicking to send different customized text messages that include their 

GPS location. Mr. Damschroder oversees all areas of the company's legal needs including intellectual 

property, litigation, regulatory requirements, policies and procedures, data privacy, employment and contract 

analysis and negotiation. He previously served as general counsel of Otter Products, a privately owned 

consumer electronics accessory company based in Fort Collins, Colorado, that produces water resistant, shock 

resistant, and drop resistant cases for mobile devices. Mr. Damschroder is also an adjunct professor in the 

College of Business at Colorado State University, where he teaches a course on ethics, law and regulatory 

matters in the college’s M.B.A. program. He received his J.D. from Vanderbilt University Law School. 

 

Tom Downey is a director at Colorado member firm Ireland Stapleton Pryor & Pascoe. With his significant 

experience as both a government official and private attorney, Mr. Downey helps his clients navigate all 

aspects of regulatory law. The majority of his practice consists of advising and representing corporate clients 

in the administrative, transactional and disciplinary processes related to liquor licensing, legalized marijuana 

and licenses governed by the Colorado Department of Regulatory Agencies. He also represents investors, 

creditors, developers, intellectual property holders and others in and around licensed industries, and 

http://www.technology-law-blog.co.uk/
http://www.technology-law-blog.co.uk/
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performs a great deal of zoning, code enforcement and public policy work. Mr. Downey is a graduate of 

Villanova University School of Law. 

 

Kelley Duke chairs Colorado member firm Ireland Stapleton Pryor & Pascoe's litigation practice group. An 

experienced trial attorney, Ms. Duke prosecutes and defends companies in a variety of industries including 

real estate development and construction, accounting, marketing and public relations, franchising, snow 

sports, oil and gas, special districts, and ranch properties regarding matters that involve breach of contract, 

breach of fiduciary duty, antitrust issues, the protection of intellectual property and trade secrets, residential 

and commercial real estate litigation, development and water rights disputes, commerce clause and equal 

protection claims, employment law issues and construction defect disputes. She is a graduate of Capital 

University Law School. 

 

Jon Eggleston is a partner in Vermont member firm Primmer Piper Eggleston & Cramer, where he practices 

in the areas of tax and corporate law. His practice also encompasses securities work, business entity planning 

and selection, and financial transactions. In the area of international law, he represents Canadian and other 

foreign corporations having U.S. subsidiaries or affiliates. A graduate of Cornell Law School, Mr. Eggleston 

clerked for the Vermont Supreme Court, after which he served as a trial attorney in the tax division of the U.S. 

Department of Justice. His tax practice emphasizes mergers and acquisitions, tax litigation, international 

taxation, and estate planning. He received his LL.M. in taxation from Georgetown University Law Center. Mr. 

Eggleston is a past president of the Vermont Bar Association.  

 

Marilyn Gartley is assistant attorney general in the securities regulation and enforcement division of the 

Office of the South Carolina Attorney General, where she practices in the areas of commercial litigation, 

securities, healthcare law, and bankruptcy. Ms. Gartley has extensive experience in e-discovery. After 

graduating law school, Ms. Gartley served as a law clerk to the Honorable John Waites of the United States 

Bankruptcy Court for the District of South Carolina. She subsequently joined Anderson & Associates, where 

she served as staff attorney for Chapter 7 Panel Bankruptcy Trustee for the District of South Carolina Robert 

Anderson. Ms. Gartley’s practice with Trustee Anderson primarily focused on complex commercial litigation 

involving the investigation, analysis and pursuit of causes of action to settlement or judgment for the benefit 

of the debtor’s estate and its creditors. A substantial portion of her practice was dedicated to the evaluation 

and application of federal and state statutory law and attendant regulatory schemes to the debtors’ estates 

being administered by the Trustee. Ms. Gartley is a graduate of the University of South Carolina School of 

Law. 

 

Anna Gomez is a partner at District of Columbia member firm Wiley Rein, where she also co-chairs its 

unmanned aircraft systems practice group. She previously served as deputy assistant secretary for 

communications and information at the U.S. Department of Commerce’s National Telecommunications and 

Information Administration. As NTIA deputy assistant secretary, she developed and advocated 

communications and information policy on behalf of the administration before the U.S. Congress, private 

industry, other federal agencies, state and local governments, foreign governments, international 

organizations, and private organizations. She also advised the White House on information and 

telecommunications policy issues and oversaw the establishment of FirstNet, an independent authority within 

NTIA to provide emergency responders with the first nationwide, high-speed, broadband network dedicated 
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to public safety. Ms. Gomez also served for 12 years in various positions at the Federal Communications 

Commission including as deputy chief of the international bureau, where she developed and implemented 

FCC policy on international telecommunications and satellite spectrum, and as chief of the network services 

division in the common carrier (now wireline) bureau. She is a graduate of George Washington University Law 

School. 

 

Booth Goodwin is a partner at West Virginia member firm Goodwin & Goodwin. Previously, he served as 

United States Attorney for the Southern District of West Virginia, where he focused his office’s efforts on 

tackling West Virginia’s prescription drug and heroin crisis, holding corporate criminals accountable for 

putting workers at risk and polluting water sources, prosecuting corrupt public officials, protecting children 

and the elderly, and helping communities rebuild after being ravaged by drugs and violence. During Mr.  

Goodwin’s tenure, he personally prosecuted numerous cases of regional and national significance and 

oversaw the prosecution of many other such cases. Before becoming United States Attorney, Mr. Goodwin 

was an Assistant United States Attorney and head of the office’s economic crimes section. He received his J.D. 

from Washington and Lee University School of Law. 

 

K.C. Groves is a commercial litigation attorney at Colorado member firm Ireland Stapleton Pryor & Pascoe, 

where he handles a wide variety of complex business disputes and regulatory matters. He represents 

companies and individuals in jury and bench trials, appeals, arbitrations, mediations, regulatory proceedings, 

and litigation-avoidance strategies. Mr. Groves served as Ireland Stapleton’s managing director from 2004 to 

2015, as a member of the SCG Legal board of directors from 2008 to 2014, and as its chairman in 2013. He is 

a graduate of the University of Colorado School of Law. 

 

Nidhi Kumar is general counsel and senior vice president of industry affairs at Drizly, a technology company 

powering consumer search and e-commerce in alcohol. As the company's chief and only legal officer, she 

manages all of Drizly's legal and compliance matters, in addition to directing its public policy and advocacy 

efforts. Ms. Kumar also serves on the steering committee for the Boston chapter of TechGC, a network of chief 

legal officers of leading venture capital firms and venture-backed companies. Prior to joining Drizly, she was in-

house counsel at Massachusetts General Hospital and Brigham and Women's Hospital, where she primarily 

managed the hospitals' international legal matters and advised on global healthcare initiatives and 

collaborations with foreign ministries of health, hospitals and medical schools. She holds a Bachelor of Science 

in Foreign Service from Georgetown University and earned her J.D. at Rutgers University School of Law.   

 

Walt Lemanski is a corporate transactions attorney at Colorado member firm Ireland Stapleton who 

advises clients on recognizing risks and opportunities in business transactions, and assists them in 

structuring deals to identify and allocate those risks and opportunities in a manner acceptable to all the 

parties. He counsels clients throughout the full transaction life cycle from the initial negotiation of 

principal deal terms through due diligence; regulatory review; contract structuring and negotiation; and 

integration and operations following the contract execution or transaction closing. He has significant 

experience working in highly regulated industries such as healthcare and real estate services, as well as 

manufacturing, hospitality and technology. A former in-house attorney at two major corporations, Mr. 

Lemanski has considerable experience working with executives to find legal solutions that meet their 
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company’s business objectives. He received his J.D. from Vanderbilt University Law School and his M.B.A. 

from the University of Colorado. 

 

Attica Locke is the author of Pleasantville, for which she was awarded the 2016 Harper Lee Prize for Legal 

Fiction. Pleasantville was also long-listed for the Bailey’s Prize for Women’s Fiction and made numerous “Best 

of 2015” lists. Her first novel, Black Water Rising, was nominated for an Edgar Award, an NAACP Image Award, 

as well as a Los Angeles Times Book Prize, and was short-listed for the Women’s Prize for Fiction. Her second 

book, The Cutting Season, is a national bestseller and the winner of the Ernest Gaines Award for Literary 

Excellence. A former fellow at the Sundance Institute’s Feature Filmmaker’s Lab, Ms. Locke has worked as a 

screenwriter as well. Most recently, she was a writer and producer on the Fox drama, Empire. She serves on 

the board of the Library Foundation of Los Angeles. Ms. Locke is a graduate of Northwestern University. 

 

Becky Marquez is deputy general counsel of Santa Monica, California-based Ring, makers of Wi-Fi 

enabled video doorbells, cameras and floodlight cameras that stream live audio and video, enabling users to 

see, hear, and speak with visitors through their smartphone or tablet from anywhere in the world. In her 

current position, Ms. Marquez is responsible for the company's general legal matters, including corporate, 

finance, HR, regulatory, strategic initiatives, and operational matters. She previously served as assistant 

general counsel at tronc (formerly Tribune Publishing) and United Online. She was also an associate at 

Latham & Watkins, where among other things she assisted with mergers and acquisitions, joint ventures, 

private placements, recapitalizations, strategic alliances, venture capital financings, corporate governance, 

and securities law compliance. Ms. Marquez is a graduate of the University of California Los Angeles School 

of Law. 

Stephan Menzemer is a partner at Germany member firm Graf von Westphalen, where he focuses his 

practice on information technology and telecommunications, contracts and healthcare. He counsels leading 

IT suppliers and users and their management on all matters relating to their core business. He has provided 

advice in a number of significant German and international IT projects in the industrial, banking, public and IT 

sectors with the inclusion of near and offshore operations and outsourcing, public-private partnerships and 

public tenders as well as the establishment and verification of data protection and IT security structures. Mr. 

Menzemer studied law at the University of Frankfurt am Main, the University of Aix-en-Provence, and the 

University of Marseille. 

  

Graeme Menzies is of counsel to England member firm Mills & Reeve, where he specializes in resolving 

complex commercial disputes and leads the firm’s North American desk. He advises public and private 

companies and public institutions, principally universities and healthcare facilities. Mr. Menzies’ varied work 

experience includes fraud and bribery investigations, product recalls, international Internet gaming disputes, 

corporate warranty claims, shareholder and partnership disputes, and injunction applications to freeze assets 

and protect intellectual property and confidential information. He is an accredited mediator and member of 

the Chartered Institute of Arbitrators and the International Bar Association. Mr. Menzies is also vice chairman 

of SCG Legal. He completed his law degree at the University of Cambridge.  
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David Poisson became CEO of SCG Legal in 2011. Previously, he was of counsel to the law firm of Howe 

Anderson & Steyer in Washington, DC. He was elected in 2005 to the first of two terms in the Virginia General 

Assembly, where he served as deputy House minority whip. Mr. Poisson was also legislative director and chief 

counsel to the late Senator Terry Sanford of North Carolina and later served as chief of staff and counsel to 

then-Representative, now Assistant Senate Minority Leader, Richard Durbin of Illinois. He received his Ph.D. 

and J.D. from the University of Arizona and his bachelor’s and master’s degrees from the University of 

Massachusetts at Amherst. 

 

Kathleen Porter is an intellectual property and technology partner in the business transactions group at 

Connecticut member firm Robinson+Cole. She formerly chaired the firm’s intellectual property and 

technology group. Her clients include precision manufacturing, life science, energy, consumer products, 

software, Internet and e-commerce, and other technology-driven businesses. Ms. Porter counsels clients on 

the development, protection and commercialization of intellectual property and technology. In particular, she 

has vast experience with e-commerce and Internet law issues, specifically online contracting including click-

through and browse-wrap agreements, mobile applications, social media, online advertising, promotions, 

blogs, testimonials and sweepstakes, terms of use, electronic signatures and website development, hosting 

and other Internet-related agreements. Ms. Porter received her J.D. from Western New England University 

School of Law. 

 

Howard Reissner is chief executive officer of Planet Data, where among other things he is responsible for 

strategic planning, development and implementation of technology and client relations. Formerly in private 

law practice, he has extensive experience in providing technology and electronic discovery services and 

solutions to the legal industry. He is an active member of the New York Bar, as well as a member of the 

George Washington University Law Alumni Association board of directors. Mr. Reissner has a B.A. in 

government from Cornell University, a J.D. from George Washington University Law School and an M.B.A. 

from Columbia University. 

 

Omar-Pierre Soubra is director of marketing and communications at Trimble, a leading provider of 

advanced positioning solutions. Mr. Soubra has been with the company for the last 17 years, in different roles 

and with different responsibilities, including sales, product development, marketing and communications. In 

2011, he created and developed the first techno-marketing group, a new and innovative department 

combining unique technologies designed to address specific customer needs. He also developed several 

products for the construction, geospatial and architecture industries. He holds 14 international patents in 

products combining optics, long-range 3D scanning and video camera solutions. Before joining Trimble, he 

worked for a subsidiary of French power utility EDF. In November 2011, he was elected president of the Rocky 

Mountain chapter of the French American Chamber of Commerce. Mr. Soubra has spoken frequently at TEDx 

events, which is where he pioneered the concept of “innopassion,” a term he coined to mean addressing big 

challenges with innovation and passion. He received his master’s degree in marketing and sales from Ecole 

Supérieure de Vente de la CCI Versailles. 
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Stacey Sprinkle is vice president of federal tax policy for Verizon, where her duties include managing the 

external advocacy for all federal tax legislation affecting Verizon, specifically federal legislation influencing 

state and local tax policy. Previously, she managed state tax policy efforts for Verizon throughout a 16-state 

region. Prior to her tenure at Verizon, she was assistant vice president of tax and administration for CommNet 

Cellular, where her responsibilities included the management of all federal, state and local taxes for the 

company and its related affiliates, as well as oversight of the company’s retail accounting function.  Ms. 

Sprinkle graduated from Arizona State University with a B.S. degree in accounting. She also has served as 

president of the Western States Association of Tax Representatives, as a planning committee member for 

Wichita State University’s Conference for Ad Valorem Taxation of Communications, Energy and 

Transportation Properties and as a member of the advisory board for the Deloitte & Touche National Multi-

State Tax Symposium. Ms. Sprinkle is a member of both the Colorado Society of Certified Public Accountants 

and the American Institute of Certified Public Accountants. 

Christopher Sullivan is a partner at New Hampshire member firm Rath Young and Pignatelli, where he also 

serves as the firm’s treasurer and a member of its executive committee. Mr. Sullivan’s practice focuses 

primarily on taxation, including New Hampshire taxation and multistate taxation, representing clients in 

forums ranging from administrative agencies and courtrooms to the New Hampshire General Court. He 

represents various corporate clients in tax matters before the New Hampshire Department of Revenue 

Administration, the Massachusetts Department of Revenue, and the Vermont Department of Taxes, and 

advises companies on multistate matters involving states across the country. Mr. Sullivan is a nationally-

recognized speaker on state tax issues, having presented at multiple Council on State Taxation annual 

meetings, the National Multistate Tax Symposium, the Paul S. Hartman State and Local Tax Forum, the 

Chicago Tax Club, and the NYU Summer Institute in Taxation. He is a graduate of Georgetown University Law 

Center. 

 

Erica Tarpey is managing director of Colorado member firm Ireland Stapleton Pryor & Pascoe. She is also a 

skilled business attorney with experience in a wide variety of matters including corporate governance, 

business formation, SEC compliance and corporate finance. Prior to joining Ireland Stapleton, Ms. Tarpey was 

chief corporate counsel for Citadel, a global financial institution based in Chicago. In that role, Ms. Tarpey 

oversaw the corporate compliance aspects of more than 100 entities, drafted SEC filings, and prepared 

corporate documents and loan agreements. Ms. Tarpey has also handled various employment matters 

including non-competition and non-solicitation agreements, training and investigations. She is a graduate of 

the University of Colorado School of Law. 

 

Alice van der Schee is a partner at Netherlands member firm Van Benthem & Keulen, where she specializes 

in corporate law. She advises both domestic and foreign companies, including a substantial number of large 

German companies, on internal corporate issues such as co-determination and employment law. In addition, 

she often represents clients in national and international trade disputes. Ms. van der Schee is currently 

treasurer of SCG Legal. She completed her legal studies in Rotterdam and has been practicing law since 1990. 

She has also been a registered Rechtsanwältin in the district of Düsseldorf since 1995. 

 

Lindsey Vonn is the most successful female alpine skier in the history of the sport. Six weeks after she turned 

20, Ms. Vonn captured her first World Cup victory in Lake Louise, Alberta. In 2010, she became the only 
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American woman to win downhill gold at the Olympics. She also won a bronze in super-G. After recovering 

from two consecutive knee injuries, Ms. Vonn returned to competition in December 2014. On January 19, 

2015, she broke Annemarie Moser-Proell’s 35-year-old record of 62 World Cup victories. Over the course of 

her career, she captured a world-record 77 World Cup wins en route to 20 FIS Alpine World Cup titles 

including four overall crystal globes and two World Championship titles. In 2016, Ms. Vonn broke the all-time 

downhill record (37 wins), claiming the season’s downhill title outright, on top of achieving the sport’s super-

G record (27 wins). In February 2015, she launched the Lindsey Vonn Foundation, which has as its principal 

purpose the empowerment of young girls to grow as athletes and individuals through opportunities and 

experiences that build self-esteem and create a positive self-image. People magazine last year named her to 

its “25 Women Changing the World” list while The New York Times added her book, Strong Is the New 

Beautiful, to its 2016 bestseller list. She is currently training for the 2018 Winter Olympics, for which she has 

been named an International Games Ambassador. 

 

Michael Wade is executive vice president and chief technology officer at Planet Data, where he created and 

developed Exego, the company’s proprietary and award-winning electronic discovery platform. Mr. Wade 

began his career managing the spatial data analysis laboratory at Virginia Tech, where he worked on a 

National Science Foundation grant to improve the capabilities of the lab's signature tool, GIPSY (General 

Image Processing System), used by university image-processing researchers. Building on this experience, he 

has led several developmental efforts in the information, knowledge, and document management areas.  

Through his work in the development of concept-based search technology, auto-coding technologies and 

other metadata tools, Mr. Wade became involved in the litigation support industry more than two decades 

ago. He was one of the founders and chief technology officer of Cerulean, which developed a suite of 

applications to provide end-to-end electronically stored information services to the litigation market. Mr. 

Wade has a B.S. in accounting with a minor in computer science from Virginia Tech. 

 

Sherry Young is a founder and president of New Hampshire member firm Rath, Young and Pignatelli, where 

she heads the firm’s environmental practice group and assists clients on federal and state environmental 

matters, real estate transactions, and business and finance transactions. Ms. Young focuses her practice on 

environmental law and environmental litigation including environmental compliance, permits and approvals, 

and real estate transactions involving contaminated properties. She has extensive experience in litigation with 

state and federal regulators and has achieved numerous successful settlements for industrial, commercial and 

municipal clients in a variety of cases. She also has considerable experience in general corporate law, public 

and private financing, and estates and trusts. She is general counsel for a large, nonprofit healthcare 

foundation and advises a number of nonprofits. She previously served as legislative counsel to former 

Governor Judd Gregg and was the first woman to chair SCG Legal. Ms. Young is a graduate of the University 

of New Hampshire School of Law. 

 


