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Luis Alcalde is of counsel to Ohio member firm Kegler, Brown, Hill + Ritter, where he assists clients with 

entity formation, structuring and capital raising including private placements, convertible instruments, and 

warrants. A native Spanish speaker, Mr. Alcalde has worked with local counsel throughout Latin America on 

drafting English and Spanish language agreements. He also has experience obtaining various licenses from the 

Office of Foreign Assets Control, is familiar with its sanction programs and regulations, and has provided 

counsel to a variety of U.S.-based clients on Cuba-related activities authorized by U.S. law. Mr. Alcalde 

received his J.D. from The Ohio State University Moritz College of Law and an LL.M. from Capital 

University Law School. 

Randy Armentrout is a member of the litigation and labor and employment departments at Iowa member firm 

Nyemaster Goode. He has litigated and tried a wide variety of commercial law and employment law cases in 

federal and state court.  Mr. Armentrout also regularly advises clients on employment and business dispute 

issues. He is a graduate of Drake University Law School, where he served as executive editor of the Drake 

Law Review.  

 

Michael Bailey is a shareholder in the litigation and government relations departments at Utah member firm 

Parson Behle & Latimer, where he concentrates his practice on commercial and environmental litigation as 

well as government relations, lobbying and political law. He has tried cases before the district courts of the 

U.S. and Utah and the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 10th Circuit, the Utah Supreme Court and the Utah Court 

of Appeals. Mr. Bailey also represented 37 former members of Congress before the U.S. Supreme Court in 

McConnell v. FEC. He has served as a member of the firm’s board of directors and its hiring committee. Mr. 

Bailey is a graduate of the J. Reuben Clark Law School at Brigham Young University.  

 

Christopher Bonanti is director of regulatory and compliance for transportation and safety and senior 

managing consultant for Engineering Systems Inc., where he is primarily responsible for leading and 

managing regulatory, legislative and infrastructure projects for all modes of transportation including rail, 

motor vehicle and aviation. Prior to joining ESI, he was associate administrator for rulemaking at the National 

Highway Traffic Safety Administration, where he oversaw the development, drafting and implementation of 

rules, regulations, and standards for all ground transportation vehicles sold in the U.S. including the Federal 

Motor Vehicle Safety Standards, the Corporate Average Fuel Efficiency standard regulations for automobiles 

and light trucks, and the fuel efficiency standards for medium and heavy-duty trucks. He also headed the U.S. 

delegation to the United Nations World Forum for the Harmonization of Vehicle Regulations. Mr. Bonanti 

has an M.B.A. from Northwestern University’s Kellogg School of Management and a master of engineering 

degree in environmental pollution control from Pennsylvania State University.  

 

Lisa Borsook is executive partner at Ontario member firm WeirFoulds, one of the province’s top ten law 

firms. She also chairs both the firm’s commercial leasing practice group and its client services committee and 

is a member of its business law practice and women lawyers groups. She has authored more than 150 articles 

and lectures frequently at conferences and legal seminars. Her practice encompasses a vast array of clients, 

large and small, local, regional, national and international, as well as numerous governments and government 
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agencies, in connection with their retail, industrial, office and brownfields properties. Lexpert has recognized 

her as a leading practitioner. Ms. Borsook has also been named by Best Lawyers® one of the best lawyers in 

Canada in her practice area. A member of the SCG Legal board of directors, she completed her legal 

education at the University of Toronto.   

 

Kevin Calder is a partner at England member firm Mills & Reeve, where he also heads the firm’s technology 

and life sciences practice groups. His practice focuses primarily on helping technology companies negotiate 

software licensing and development contracts, as well as on protecting and exploiting their intellectual 

property internationally. His expertise in procurement law also positions him to help those selling to or buying 

for the public sector. Mr. Calder is a member of the IT supplier’s association, techUK, as well as the Society 

for Computers and Law. He also contributes regularly to the firm’s technology law blog, Technology Law 

Update. Mr. Calder received his LL.B. from the University of Warwick. 

 

Erika Carrasco is a partner at Alberta member firm Field Law, where she practices civil litigation and dispute 

resolution with an emphasis on the insurance, construction and energy sectors. Additionally, Ms. Carrasco is a 

member of the firm’s emerging technologies practice group, specializing in advising clients on Canada’s laws 

and regulations governing the commercial and recreational use of unmanned aerial vehicles and driverless 

cars. An in-demand presenter at both insurance and construction industry events, she has spoken frequently on 

the law governing the use of drones, both in Canada and the U.S. Ms. Carrasco was awarded her LL.B. by the 

University of Calgary. 

 

Mark Dunphy is a partner at Melbourne, Australia, member firm Hall & Wilcox, where his practice 

encompasses all aspects of employment and industrial relations law. He is especially skilled in dealing with 

matters involving industrial disputes and their implications, drafting and advising on enterprise agreements, 

award interpretation and ramifications, and providing advice and representation in matters involving 

terminations, employee discipline, unfair dismissals, adverse action claims, common law disputes, equal 

opportunity, discrimination and sexual harassment claims. Mr. Dunphy has been listed in Best Lawyers® in 

Australia in labor and employment law every year since 2014 and as a recommended employment lawyer in 

Victoria in Doyle’s Guide to the Australian Legal Profession for the last three years. A member of the SCG 

Legal board of directors, he received his LL.B. from the University of Tasmania. 

 

Stephen Gannon is general counsel and chief legal officer of Citizens Financial Group, where he counsels the 

company’s executives and provides strategic leadership on matters of legal risk. Prior to joining CFG, Mr. 

Gannon served as executive vice president and deputy general counsel for Capital One Financial Corporation, 

leading that company’s legal department. In addition, he served as Capital One’s market president for Central 

Virginia, coordinating business development, government relations and community activities in the state 

capital region. Previously, he was general counsel of the retail brokerage group of Wachovia Securities, where 

as a member of the operating committee he managed the legal affairs for the nation’s third-largest brokerage 

firm. He also served as a branch chief in the U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission’s Division of 

Enforcement and in private practice advising broker-dealer and financial services clients. Mr. Gannon 

received his J.D. from Georgetown University Law Center. 

 

James Goodnow is president and managing partner of Arizona member firm Fennemore Craig, where at 36 he 

became the youngest known managing partner of a major law firm in U.S. history. As a litigator, he has 

jettisoned written briefs in favor of iPad and virtual reality-based legal packages, collaborated with former 
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Disney animators to create photorealistic computer-generated imagery for case exhibits, and used 3D printing 

to bring abstract case ideas to life. As a firm leader, he has led initiatives related to artificial intelligence 

technology, alternative fee structures, and data analytics. He has also been featured on the cover of The 

American Lawyer, and been named one of “America’s Techiest Lawyers” by ABA Journal. A graduate of 

Harvard Law School, Mr. Goodnow is the coauthor of Motivating Millennials, which debuted at #1 on 

Amazon in the business management category.  

 

Tomu Johnson is of counsel to Utah member firm Parsons Behle & Latimer, where he practices data privacy 

and cybersecurity law. He has handled data breach litigation, negotiated privacy and security matters in 

complex commercial contracts, and has guided clients through the incident response process. He has also 

helped clients obtain Privacy Shield certification, ratify cross-border data transfer agreements, and draft 

binding corporate rules for controllers (BCR-C) and processors (BCR-P). A graduate of the University of 

Utah S.J. Quinney College of Law, Mr. Johnson previously served as senior vice president for privacy for a 

global outsourced multichannel customer-experience management corporation.  

Anjali Kumar is a Brooklyn born, first generation Indian American author, advisor, attorney, and “idea 

acupuncturist.” She is currently chief people officer and general counsel at Cheddar, a live streaming financial 

news network led by former Buzzfeed president Jon Steinberg. Prior to joining Cheddar, Ms. Kumar was 

senior counsel at Google and later became general counsel and head of social innovation at designer eyewear 

retailer Warby Parker. She is currently an adjunct professor at Columbia Business School and Fordham 

University and an advisor to prominent technology companies, luxury fashion brands, consumer products 

manufacturers, and nonprofit organizations including the Malala Fund, IDEO.org, Cadre, Metripol, 

Blinkbuggy and Organize.org. Ms. Kumar received her law degree from Boston University School of Law.  

 

Jean-Claude Lanza is a partner in New York City member firm Patterson Belknap Webb & Tyler, where he 

focuses his practice primarily on international capital markets and corporate finance. Mr. Lanza represents 

institutional banking clients in transactions related to cross-border financings and reorganizations including 

public and private offerings of equity and debt, project financings, exchange listings, spin-offs, as well as 

tender, exchange and rights offers. He also provides counsel to multinational corporations on acquisitions, 

reorganizations, agency-related appointments, anti-corruption compliance procedures and federal securities 

laws. Mr. Lanza is a graduate of New York Law School.  

 

Jessica Marquez is general counsel and chief compliance officer at Hy Cite Enterprises, a Madison, 

Wisconsin-headquartered international distributor of premium cookware. With over 800 employees and 

corporate offices in the U.S, Mexico, Brazil, Colombia, Peru and Argentina, it is among the top 100 direct 

selling companies in size worldwide. Ms. Marquez joined the company in 2014. In her current role, she leads 

HCE’s global operations for its legal, compliance and human resources departments. Ms. Marquez has a 

business litigation background and expertise in enterprise risk management, consumer financial regulation and 

international corporate governance. She is a graduate of the University of Wisconsin Law School. 

 

Graeme Menzies is a consultant at U.K. member firm Mills & Reeve, where he specializes in resolving 

complex commercial disputes and leads the firm’s North American desk. He advises public and private 

companies and public institutions, principally universities and healthcare facilities. Mr. Menzies’ varied work 

experience includes fraud and bribery investigations, product recalls, international Internet gaming disputes, 

corporate warranty claims, shareholder and partnership disputes, and injunction applications to freeze assets 
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and protect intellectual property and confidential information. He is an accredited mediator and member of the 

Chartered Institute of Arbitrators and the International Bar Association. Mr. Menzies is also chairman of SCG 

Legal. He completed his law degree at the University of Cambridge.  

 

Nicole Merrick is a partner at Manitoba member firm Taylor McCaffrey. A registered trademark agent, she 

practices primarily in the areas of corporate and commercial law, intellectual property protection and 

enforcement, and privacy law. Significant portions of Ms. Merrick’s practice cover both franchising and 

consumer protection issues and competition law-related matters from a commercial law perspective. She has 

handled numerous vulnerable person applications and managed large-scale litigation evidence in a lengthy 

trial before the Federal Court of Canada. In 2008, Ms. Merrick took a six-month leave of absence from her 

practice in Canada to volunteer as a human rights officer with the United Nations Office of the High 

Commissioner for Human Rights in Bangkok. She received her LL.B. from the University of Manitoba. 

 

Thad Morgan is a partner at Michigan member firm Fraser Trebilcock, where he chairs the firm’s litigation 

practice. An “AV” peer review-rated attorney, he has over twenty years of litigation experience in both state 

and federal courts, and is listed as one of the Best Lawyers® in America in the area of litigation. Mr. Morgan 

currently serves as secretary of SCG Legal. He is a graduate of the University of Detroit School of Law. 

 

John O’Donnell is president and CEO of the Washington Area New Automobile Dealers Association, where 

he is responsible for overseeing association operations, safeguarding dealer interests in the public policy 

process, promoting the automobile business, and representing the dealer group in all engagements with the 

media. He is also responsible for managing all government relations activities for member dealers in the 

District of Columbia, Maryland, and Virginia region, while coordinating the regional government relations 

agenda on behalf of the National Automobile Dealers Association at the state and federal level. Mr. 

O’Donnell also coordinates the annual Washington Auto Show, one of the top five auto shows in the U.S. He 

is a graduate of Loyola College Maryland. 

 

Paul Plunkett is a shareholder in the corporate law practice group and a member of the board of directors at 

Minnesota member firm Larkin Hoffman. He practices in the areas of corporate, commercial and business law 

and has extensive experience in mergers and acquisitions, financing transactions, business organization, 

development and planning, shareholder matters, contract matters, and manufacturing and product distribution 

matters. Mr. Plunkett is a member of the SCG Legal board of directors and a graduate of the William Mitchell 

College of Law.  

 

David Poisson became CEO of SCG Legal in 2011. Previously, he was of counsel to the law firm of Howe 

Anderson & Steyer in Washington, D.C. He was elected in 2005 to the first of two terms in the Virginia 

General Assembly, where he served as deputy House minority whip. Mr. Poisson was also legislative director 

and chief counsel to the late Senator Terry Sanford of North Carolina and later served as chief of staff and 

counsel to then-Representative, now Assistant Senate Minority Leader, Richard Durbin of Illinois. He 

received his Ph.D. and J.D. from the University of Arizona and his bachelor’s and master’s degrees from the 

University of Massachusetts at Amherst. 

 

Lewis Popovski of New York City member firm Patterson Belknap Webb & Tyler is a patent attorney with 

over 27 years of experience in intellectual property litigation. His practice spans a broad array of products 

including optical and electro-optical communication devices and systems, microprocessor and computer 
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system architecture, integrated circuit manufacturing, digital video and audio signal compression and 

processing systems, mass-flow meters, and mass spectrometers. Mr. Popovski’s practice also includes 

trademark, trade dress, theft of trade secrets, false advertising and copyright litigation. Mr. Popovski has been 

recognized in numerous legal publications and in 2014 was named a New York “IP Star” by Managing 

Intellectual Property. Prior to becoming a patent attorney, he was a pilot in the United States Air Force and an 

engineer at Veeco Instruments, where he gained valuable experience in helium mass spectrometry and ion 

beam etching machines used in semiconductor manufacturing. He is a graduate of St. John’s University 

School of Law. 

 

Alan Rifkin is managing partner of Maryland member firm Rifkin Weiner Livingston. Recognized by The 

Daily Record in 2007 as one of 50 “Influential Marylanders” and by Super Lawyers® every year from 2008 to 

2012 as one of the area’s premier sports and entertainment lawyers, Mr. Rifkin was former Governor William 

Donald Schaefer’s chief legislative officer and counsel. He also served as counsel to the Senate of Maryland 

under former Senate President Melvin “Mickey” Steinberg. Mr. Rifkin’s current areas of practice include 

business law and transactions, sports law and transactions and complex civil and commercial litigation. In the 

area of sports law, he represents Major League Baseball’s Baltimore Orioles in a wide variety of matters. Mr. 

Rifkin is a graduate of the University of Maryland School of Law and former chairman of SCG Legal. 

 

Cristina Sánchez Vebber is a partner at Mexico member firm Sánchez Devanny, where she practices 

corporate, M&A and antitrust law. She has extensive experience representing local and multinational clients 

in complex transactions, as well as in day-to-day matters relating to their businesses. Her transactional 

experience includes transactions involving negotiations and dealings with governmental agencies. Her 

antitrust experience includes the representation of a multinational group in the first Mexican administrative 

procedure to determine the responsibility for absolute monopolistic practices in Mexico, and in the procedure 

for reduction of penalties. A member of the SCG Legal board of directors, Ms. Sánchez Vebber completed her 

legal education at Universidad Iberoamericana in Mexico City. 

 

Mark Smolik is general counsel and chief compliance officer at DHL Supply Chain Americas, one of the 

world’s leading contract logistics providers. Mr. Smolik leads the company’s legal and commercial contracts 

management compliance and economic development teams. He also chairs the company’s supply chain legal 

service practice group. Prior to DHL, he served as senior vice president, general counsel and chief ethics 

officer of Safelite AutoGlass and was previously in-house at the Sherwin-Williams Company. Mr. Smolik 

received his J.D. from the Cleveland-Marshall College of Law.  

Erica Tarpey is managing director of Colorado member firm Ireland Stapleton Pryor & Pascoe. She is also a 

business attorney with experience in a wide variety of matters including corporate governance, business 

formation, SEC compliance and corporate finance. Prior to joining Ireland Stapleton, Ms. Tarpey was chief 

corporate counsel for Citadel, a global financial institution based in Chicago. In that role, Ms. Tarpey oversaw 

the corporate compliance aspects of more than 100 entities, drafted SEC filings, and prepared corporate 

documents and loan agreements. She has also handled various employment matters including non-competition 

and non-solicitation agreements, training and investigations. Ms. Tarpey is a graduate of the University of 

Colorado School of Law. 

Glenn Troublefield is a partner in the litigation and intellectual property departments of New Jersey member 

firm Carella, Byrne, Cecchi, Olstein, Brody & Agnello, where he practices in the areas of complex civil and 

corporate litigation, intellectual property, bankruptcy and business litigation. Mr. Troublefield is a registered 
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patent attorney and has extensive expertise in patent and trademark infringement litigation, as well as in 

representing parties in proceedings before the Trademark Trial and Appeal Board. He serves on the statewide 

panel of the New Jersey Supreme Court’s committee on character and has served as a member of the New 

Jersey Supreme Court’s ethics committee. He has also served on several American Bar Association task 

forces and committees and organized and appeared as a speaker for programs sponsored by the ABA and the 

New Jersey State Bar Association on topics such as diversity in the profession, professionalism and 

intellectual property law. He is a graduate of Seton Hall University School of Law. 

 

Scott Turow is an attorney and author of eleven best-selling works of fiction including Presumed Innocent 

and The Burden of Proof. His most recent novel, Testimony, was published last year. He has also written two 

non-fiction books – One L about his experience as a law student, and Ultimate Punishment, a reflection on the 

death penalty – and is a frequent contributor to such publications as The New York Times, Washington Post, 

Vanity Fair, The New Yorker, Playboy and The Atlantic. He won the Heartland Prize in 2003 for Reversible 

Errors, the Robert F. Kennedy Book Award in 2004 for Ultimate Punishment, and the Carl Sandburg Literary 

Award in 2016. His books have been translated into more than 25 languages and have sold more than 30 

million copies worldwide. Mr. Turow continues to work as an attorney. He has been a partner in the Chicago 

office of Dentons since 1986, concentrating on white collar criminal defense, while also devoting a substantial 

part of his time to pro bono matters. He is a graduate of Harvard Law School.  

 

Alice van der Schee is a partner at Netherlands member firm Van Benthem & Keulen, where she specializes 

in corporate law. She advises both domestic and foreign companies, including a substantial number of large 

German companies, on internal corporate issues such as co-determination and employment law. In addition, 

she often represents clients in national and international trade disputes. She completed her legal studies in 

Rotterdam and has been practicing law since 1990. She has also been a registered Rechtsanwältin in the 

district of Düsseldorf since 1995. Ms. Van der Schee is currently vice chairman of SCG Legal. 

 

 

 


